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¢ƘŜ ƘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǎǘŀƎƛƴƎ ƻŦ 
their first ever World Championship the U-19 
Men.  It was also the first time this Champion-
ship has been played in the Oceania region. 
While the performance of our two Oceania 
teams New Zealand and Australia, fell short of 
our hopes and expectations, reports from par-
ticipants and from the FIBA staff involved in the 
event were full of praise for the LOC organising 
committee and delighted with the manner in 
which New Zealand staged their World Champi-
onship. Our congratulations to all involved. 
 

The Oceania All-{ǘŀǊ ǘŜŀƳǎ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǘ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
Oceania Youth Tournament in Guam as well as 
the All-Star coaches and referees assembled in 
Australia in February to represent the zone at 
the Australian U-20 National Championships.  
Each of our All-Stars witnessed through their 
participation at this event, that although they 
are the best of their age group in the Pacific, by 
continuing to work hard to develop their game, 
there is still a lot of improvement which can be 
made when they measure themselves against 
the Australian players of the same age. 
 

In July FIBA Oceania staged its Oceania Tourna-
ment for Men and Women in Saipan.  With no 
basketball in the Mini Games, Oceania teams 
had their first chance since 2001 to test them-
selves against Australia and New Zealand.  The 
Northern Marianas staged a very successful 
tournament for us and in the process achieved a 
substantial upgrade of their facility and found 
their federation bank account improved as a 
result of hosting the international visitors. 
 

We used the gathering of teams in Saipan to 
name our 40 Movers and Shapers ς the forty 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ пл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ CL.! hŎŜŀƴƛŀΩǎ 
existence who had played a significant role in 
developing basketball in their country or the 
region.  We also got ahead of the rest of the 
basketball world by holding our Congress and 
electing our Board for the 2010-2014 period. 
(Continued next page) 

From the Secretary  
DŜƴŜǊŀƭΩǎ 5ŜǎƪΥ 
Oh what a year it has been! 
 

As 2009 winds to a close, we 
can look back on an action 
ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ȅŜŀǊΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭ ƛƴ ŀ ƳƛƴǳǘŜΣ 
but a number of non-basketball events have sig-
nificantly impacted our region and mostly not in a 
good way. 
 

At the beginning of the year there were very real 
fears that the world was on the brink of global 
financial collapse.  The problems were so wide-
spread and international in their scope that very 
ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǎƻ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨDC/Ω ǿŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ōƭŀƳŜŘ ŦƻǊ 
many difficulties.  The observation that we have 
now experienced the biggest financial downturn 
ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ 5ŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мфолΩǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ 
with us, as the year ends.  Even in the Pacific, 
about as far removed from Wall Street and the 
London financial centres, as you can possibly get, 
we faced tough economic conditions.  Falling in-
comes, job losses, reduced corporate support for 
sport and falling foreign aid had an impact of the 
lives of people across the Pacific. 
 

wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀ ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ 
south, faced their worst bushfire season on record 
with the loss of more than 130 lives and the de-
struction of millions and millions of dollars of 
property including whole townships. 
 

Our friends and colleagues in Fiji had to deal with 
the additional difficulties created when the rest-of
-the-world ostracised them for the actions of the 
ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅΦ 
 

LŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ 
a tsunami affected Tonga, American Samoa and 
Samoa causing destruction and loss of life. 
 

I am sure there will be many in the Pacific who 
will be hoping 2010 will be a better year. 
 

On the basketball front, things were a lot more 
positive ς in fact, probably one of our busiest and 
most successful yet. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to 
all our members and their families 

 
The Board of Directors and the staff of FIBA Oceania join in 

wishing all our members and their families a very Merry Christmas and a 
safe and happy New Year.  We thank you all for your contribution to a    
successful 2009 basketball year, and hope that you return refreshed in 2010. 



August was Championship month as we staged first, our inaugural 
U-17 Championships for men and women and at the end of the 
month our Oceania Championship for Men.   
 

August stretched into September as we held our Oceania Champi-
onships for Women. Our two senior championships featured an 
action packed and well supported new format ς a home-and-away 
game in Australia and New Zealand with a winner decided on ag-
gregate points if each country won one game in the series.   
 
The New Zealand Tall Blacks will travel to Turkey next August for 
ǘƘŜ aŜƴΩǎ ²ƻǊƭŘ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ŀƴŘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜƴŘ ǘŜŀƳǎ ǘƻ 
Turkey (men), Czech Republic (where the Opals will defend their 
²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ²ƻǊƭŘ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎ ǘƛǘƭŜύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¦-17 men (Germany) and 
U-17 women (France). 
 
Micronesian nations will be focusing on sending their basketball 
teams to Palau in July for the Micro Games and 8 federations will 
be anxiously waiting to learn who will participate in the 8th Youth 
Tournament in New Caledonia in October.  Australia, New Zealand 
and Vanuatu will be counting the days until they take part in the 
first FIBA 33 tournament at the first Youth Olympics in Singapore in 
August and U-19 teams will be in training for the Oceania Champi-
onships in Palmerston North in New Zealand in September. 
 
On reflection, a busy and difficult year in 2009 which will make 
many hope for a better 2010. 
 
Thanks for all your efforts on behalf of basketball in your country 
and the region in 2009.  I hope you have a relaxing, safe and re-
freshing break over the Christmas and New Year period and we 
look forward to working with you in the New Year. 
Steve Smith 
 
Australian National Schools Championship un-
derway: 
The 2009 Australian National High Schools 
Championship is underway on the central coast 
of NSW, using 13 courts in Newcastle, Maitland 
and Lake Macquarie.  Divided into 12 boys and 6 
girls divisions, there are 1,130 players competing 
in 130 teams.  This huge number of teams makes 
this tournament the largest school representa-
tive tournament in Australia and is testament to 
the strength of basketball in schools across the country. 

 
The National Schools Championship is 
open to any high school team from any 
school in Australia. In the championship 
division, teams must qualify via their 
State qualification competitions, but in 
the remaining 16 divisions, teams of 
any ability are able to enter.   
 
! Ψ½ŜōǊŀ /ŀƳǇΩ ŦƻǊ ƧǳƴƛƻǊ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇπ
ing referees is part of the Champion-
ships, where experienced referee 
coaches provide feedback and coach-
ing, along with formalised educational 
sessions, to the junior referees.  This is 
a fantastic opportunity for referees to 
develop their skills and meet other 
referees in a friendly, fun and exciting 
camp style environment. 

Ryan Burns looks back over 2009: 
Warm greetings to everyone in the Pacific.  
 

2009 has been a busy year, and one that has 
really flown by. I am happy to say that through-
out the year I visited many parts of the Pacific 
including Vanuatu, Papua New Guinea, Solomon 
Islands, Kiribati, Guam, Federated States of Mi-
cronesia, CNMI and Nauru. I would like to express my thanks to all 
of the people who have made my visits enjoyable, comfortable 
and rewarding through well arranged basketball programs. 

 

Most recently I have visited Kiribati 
ŀƴŘ tŀǇǳŀ bŜǿ DǳƛƴŜŀΦ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ 
the people of Kiribati realize just 
what an amazing place it is, made 
up of low lying atolls. I had the 
pleasure of visiting Tarawa and 
introducing myself to the newly 
appointed National Basketball De-
velopment Officer (NBDO) Mr. 

Iotia Paul who started his position in August this year. His current 
focus has been on junior and primary school basketball and he is 
bringing much enjoyment to the faces of the children there. 
 

The PNG Games were recently held in Port Moresby and I was 
delighted to attend to assist with the running of the Basketball 
Competition and development of referee, score bench officials 
and coaches. It was very pleasing to see so many coaches, team 
managers, referees and score bench officials that had attended 
the 5 day Technical Workshop that I conducted in May this year, 
putting their skills into practice at the elite level of PNG sport. 
Well done to all of those involved. 
 
2010 sees 2 major regional and sub-regional basketball competi-
tions taking place. The first in August is the Micronesian Game in 
Palau, which is a multi-sport event of which basketball is one of 
the biggest draw cards due to the high popularity of basketball in 
the region. The time for federations to start preparing for these 
games is now to provide the best possible chance to perform at 
your best.  
 
The 2nd event is the FIBA Oceania Youth Tournament which will be 
held in New Caledonia in November 2010. New Caledonia are a 
proud basketball country and this will no doubt be a highlight on 
the basketball calendar.  
 
It is important for Pacific federations planning on attending these 
events to prepare some time in advance to give themselves the 
best possible chance of taking home a medal. From fundraising, 
development of athletes through competitions and trainings, refe-
ree training, coach development and administrative planning all of 
these require a team effort in your home country.  

 
Remember that in-
vesting in the youth 
will always pay off as 
there are many bas-
ketball events com-
ing up over the next 
few years.   
 
I look forward to 
seeing you in 2010! 
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IOC Friendship Camp in Singapore: 
Fiji basketballer Grace Taito, 15, 
and badminton player Norman 
Bentley, 17, are getting their pass-
ports ready, packing their bags and 
stocking up on Fijian artefacts and 
souvenirs in preparation for their 
departure for the Singapore Youth 
Olympic Games Friendship Camp 
on 7th December. 
 
The Friendship Camp is part of the lead up activities for the inau-
gural Youth Olympic Games which Singapore will host next year. 
The focus of the camp is to educate young athletes on topics in-
cluding nutrition and careers in sports, and provide an enriching 
cultural experience. Participants will meet other athletes from 
around the world and learn about their countries and customs. As 
part of this, Grace and Norman have been asked to bring Fijian 
artefacts and cultural dress. 
  
Norman and Grace were among a large number of athletes nomi-
nated by sporting federations to take part in the all-expenses-paid 
camp, and were  chosen for their leadership abilities, maturity and 
athletic talent. 
 
Grace is currently in the Fiji National Youth Basketball squad, and 
represented Fiji at U20s level at just 14 years old when she was 
part of the team that won bronze in the 2008 FIBA Oceania U20 
Youth Tournament in Guam. In August she led her U19 school 
team to the National Secondary Schools Basketball Girls Champi-
onship. 
 
"This Friendship Camp is an exciting opportunity for Norman and 
Grace. I know they are going to be great ambassadors for Fiji in 
Singapore" said Vidhya Lakhan, FASANOC President.   
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American Samoa NOC leads the fight 
against obesity: 
(A story from Samoa News) 
The competition is tough, the stakes are 
high, and the tremendous popularity of 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ {ŀƳƻŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ά.ƛƎƎŜǎǘ [ƻǎŜǊέ 
contest ensured that there would be a 
second competition. That competitionτ

έ.ƛƎƎŜǎǘ [ƻǎŜǊ {Ŝŀǎƻƴ нέ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜƎǳƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ 
a roaring start as teams all over the territory strategize to 
take the coveted first place spot. This time around, there 
ŀǊŜ пр ǘŜŀƳǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ о ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎΤ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎΣ ƳŜƴΩǎ 
and mixed.  

!ƴŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΣ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ {ŀƳƻŀΩǎ 
National Olympic Committee (ASNOC) is sponsoring the 
contest, and offering a cash award of $1000 for each top 
team of Biggest Losers.  

¢WΩǎ ƎȅƳΣ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘΣ ƛǎ ƻŦŦŜǊπ
ing a discount to all Biggest Loser Season 2 members this 
time around.  New to the exercise options this season are 
ŦǊŜŜ ά.ŜŀŎƘ !ŜǊƻōƛŎǎέ ōŜƛƴƎ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ŀǘ ¢ŀǇǎ ŀƴŘ aŀƭƛǳ 
Mai 6am to 7am every Saturday. 

!ƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ¢WΩǎ ƎȅƳΣ ŀƴŘ ¢ŀǇǎκaŀƭƛǳ aŀƛΣ 
[.WΩǎ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ /ŀǊŜ /ƭƛƴƛŎ ƛǎ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
push for healthy lifestyle changes, with 
Jamie Stevens conducting a workshop, 
άCƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ōŜƛƴƎ Cƛǘ п [ƛŦŜέ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ 
following beach aerobics.  

Also new this season, Pacific Chef 
ά{ǳŀƭǳŀέ Ƙŀǎ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ 
low cal recipes in demonstration classes 
especially for the Biggest Loser members. 
 

PNG AIDS Council launches Information Booth: 
The PNG AIDS Council ran an information booth up at the 
tbD DŀƳŜǎ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ  ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ άIL± 
ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎǇƻǊǘǎΦέ  
 
5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΣ aǊ ²ŜǇ Yŀƴŀǿƛ ǎŀƛŘ  ά²ƛǘƘ ǇŜƻπ
ple in denial about the spread of HIV, we will continue to 
suffer from the virus, so we need to start educating peo-
ple and getting the message across. AIDS is one strong 
enemy that affects us in a big way and it will continue to 
ƪƛƭƭΣ ǎƻ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ǳƴƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƎƘǘ ƛǘΦέ  
 
The PNG Games is the largest sporting event in the coun-
try with over 8,000 sportsmen and women involved.  The 
National AIDS Council provided a total of K700,000 to as-
ǎƛǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ  ά²Ŝ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ 
ways of getting information to the sports players and the 
information booth will have questionnaires and also vol-
unteer counsellors avail-
ŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƭƛƴƎΣέ aǊ 
Yŀƴŀǿƛ ǎŀƛŘΦ άbƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ 
what sport you play, you 
have to play safe to pro-
tect yourself against HIV 
and AIDS.  

http://www-static.sportingpulse.com/pics/00/00/64/00/640058_1_O.jpg


PNG Games: 
Basketball took the gold medal for team numbers at the recent 
PNG Games in Port Moresby, with 39 teams from across the 
country participating.  With 20 provinces in PNG, 19 of them 
ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǘŜŀƳǎΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ōŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ Ім ǎǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ 
ǿƻƳŜƴΦ му ƳŜƴΩǎ ǘŜŀƳǎ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ōŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭ Ƨǳǎǘ м ǘŜŀƳ 
ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ƳŜƴΩǎ ǎǇƻǊǘΣ ǎƻŎŎŜǊΦ 
 
The games were played on the outdoor Barrack Courts in Port 
Moresby, and there were up to 3,500 spectators during the semi 
finals, cramped into every available spot urging on their teams. 
Respect for score bench officials, referees and tournament offi-
cials was high, but most importantly the display of sportsman-
ship between the competing teams was clear throughout every 
game of the tournament. Teams shook hands to thank each 
other for the match and were applauded by the ever growing 
crowds. 
 
After 5 days and 88 games of basketball, National Capital District 
ŘŜŦŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ IƛƎƘƭŀƴŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴΩǎ ƎƻƭŘ ƳŜŘŀƭ ƎŀƳŜΣ 
while Southern Highlands defeated National Capital District in 
ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƎƻƭŘ ƳŜŘŀƭ ƎŀƳŜΦ  aƻǊƻōŜ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴΣ 
ǿƛǘƘ aŀŘŀƴƎ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΦ 
 
Although played on outdoor courts in very hot conditions, a fea-
ture of the tournament was the professional appearance of play-
ers, team management and officials.  Game referees looked per-
fect in their tournament shirts and long black pants, while teams 
were outfitted in very modern uniforms with FIBA correct num-
bers.  Team coaches and managers were also outfitted in team 
uniforms to complete a very professional look for the basketball 
program. 
   
Oceania Zone Development officer Ryan Burns featured on PNG 
TV during the Games. The basketball games received excellent 
television coverage across the country.  In the interview, Ryan 
said he was very impressed with the passion, spirit and presen-
tation of the basketball competition and the teams participating. 
ά¢ƘŜ ƎǊŀǎǎ Ǌƻƻǘǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DŀƳŜǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǿƛƭŘƭȅ ǎǳŎπ
cessful as it encourages a high level of participation. It is clear 
that there is much talent within PNG and these Games provide 
an excellent opportunity for identifying young talent in particu-
lar. The use of the website allowed those in the country who 
could not get to Port Moresby to see the game results very 
quickly, along with a good display of game and fan photos.  PNG 
ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳέ ǎŀƛŘ 
Ryan Burns at the conclusion of the Games. 

DǳŀƳΩǎ .ǳǎȅ .ŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΥ 

Basketball has become a year-round 

sport in Guam, and at this time of the 

year tournaments are held at courts 

all over the tiny country. 

TakeCare's Thanksgiving HoopFest 
tipped off in early December at Ta-
muning gym with 55 teams participating and players aged 5 to 
18. Now in its sixth year, TakeCare continues to support the 
community youth basketball programs on Guam.  

Tamuning gym was also the hub for 
the 30-years and 40-years plus teams 
that participated in the Golden Hoops 
Classic Masters Tournament. Five 
weekends of games were held which 
brought players from the north to the 
south to meet, compete and speak of 
game highlights at the end of the day. 

Also held last weekend was a Philippine Celebrity Shoot-out bas-
ketball tournament. The two-day tour-
nament featured a collaborative team 
of Filipino athletes and celebrities 
which squared off against three of 
Guam's premier local teams. Proceeds 
raised from ticket sales will go to the 
Philippine Typhoon Relief Fund, and 

everyone from the players to the fans were happy to help. 

Also running at this time of the year is the Independent Schools 
Interscholastic Athletic Association of Guam Girls' Basketball 
League semifinals.  Exciting games each night are keeping fans 
coming back to the courts to support their school. 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION  VISIT  US  AT  

www.scoreboards.com.au 
OR  CONTACT  US  AT  
QUESTEK AUSTRALIA    

22 Brodie Street  Rydalmere  NSW  Australia  2116  

Inside Australia Ph 02 9898 9500  Fax 02 9898 9400  

Outside Aust Ph +612 9898 9500  Fax +612 9898 9400  

Email sales@questek.com.au 
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SCOREBOARD  
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Surfacing and Construction of Sporting Facilities 
Throughout the Pacific  

 

Experts in all types of indoor and outdoor recreational 
surfaces for all sports including basketball, netball, tennis, 
track and field, baseball. 
 

We supply and install Tru-flex Acrylic and Synthetic Grass 
Tennis Netball and Basketball Courts and have an excellent 
indoor shock absorbent gym/basketball floor. 
eg: Pulastic 2000   
 

We can meet all your recreation construction requirements 
including lighting, fencing, surfacing and base work on 
concrete or asphalt. Free construction brochures to complete 
ÙÏÕÒ Ï×Î ÂÁÓÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÁÖÅ ΑπππȬÓȢ !ÐÐÌÙ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ ÂÒÏÃÈÕÒÅÓ ÔÏȡ 
 

William Mortlock 
Recreational Surfaces Pty Ltd 

653 Pacific Highway, Killara (Sydney), Australia 2071 
Ph  +61 2 9499 2100      Fax +61 2 9499 2896     

Website: www.recsurf.com 
 

Successfully completing projects throughout the Pacific and Asia 
ǊŜƎƛƻƴΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΗ 

Pan Pacific Masters Games in Australia 
 

Basketball will be one of the major sports 
on the program at the 7th Pan Pacific Mas-
ters Games to be held on the Gold Coast in 
Australia from 6th to 14th November 2010.  
 
An estimated 10,000 participants from all over the world will 
compete in the multi-sport event. More than 30 sports will be 
on the program with team sports including basketball, softball, 
touch football, soccer and baseball to individual sports ranging 
from swimming, athletics, tennis and shooting.  
 
The only criteria for entry is that participants meet the mini-
mum age requirement for their respective sport, which for 
basketball is 30 years. 
 
The Pan Pacific Masters Games is also highly regarded for its 
active social program. The Games Village will feature live 
nightly entertainment including some big name performers 
over the nine nights.  Being held on the Gold Coast also means 
that participants can enjoy the golden sands, choose from a 
huge range of accommodation for all budgets and visit the 
exciting theme parks . 
  
An invitation is extended to masters basketball teams in the 

Oceania region to enter this competi-
tion.  All expenses for the tournament 
must by met by the teamsτthere is no 
subsidised travel or accommodation. 
Entries for the Pan Pacific Masters 
Games will open in April 2010 at 
www.mastersgames.com.au  
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.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǊŜƴƻǾŀǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ōŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭ ŎƻǳǊǘǎΚ  5ƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ 
build before they ask! 
²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ Ƴǳƭǘƛ-court gymnasium, a single court 
indoor facility, a covered outdoor court or an outdoor multi-
sport facility, seek advice or pay the cost in expensive mistakes.   
 
If new basketball facilities are being built in your country, or if 
courts are being refurbished or upgraded, it pays to seek some 
advice from those who know what they are talking about. Many 
countries are now staging National Games and finding that they 
have to upgrade their basketball courts to do so. Several coun-
tries are considering bidding to host the Pacific multi-sport 
games and plan to build courts. Foreign governments are estab-
lishing sporting facilities in your country as part of an overseas 
aid project. 
 
These are just some of the situations which can lead to the 
creation of, or improvements to basketball facilities in your 
country. 
 
We encourage you to seek the advice of the FIBA Study Centre 
to make sure that expensive mistakes are not made. The need 
is even greater now that the FIBA court will change dramatically 
from October next year and so will the rules about how the 24 
second clock will operate. 
 
FIBA has a dedicated department, the FIBA Study Centre, in its 
office in Geneva which provides advice about the building of 
basketball facilities.  At the same time it sets the standards to 
which basketball equipment needs to comply, in order to meet 
the needs of competition at the highest level. 
 
All of the high level basketball competitions around the world 
are played on and with equipment which has met FIBA quality 
standards. The basketball venue for the 2004 Athens Olympics 
and the fabulous Wukesong Arena in Beijing were both built 
ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ CL.!Ωǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŀƴŘ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ŀŘǾƛŎŜΦ   
 
The FIBA Study Centre can also assist with advice on everyday 
facilities. Among the publications of the FIBA Study Centre are: 

v Guide to Basketball Facilities for High Level Competition 

v Guide to Small Basketball Facilities  

v FIBA Safety Standards in Halls 

v FIBA Outdoor Project 
 
The FIBA Study Centre is also able to supply you with the names 
and contact details of the companies who have established 
themselves as suppliers of quality basketball equipment. 
 

5ƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ōŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƎŜǘ ōǳƛƭǘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ CL.! ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΦ  {ŜŜƪ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭǇ ƻŦ 
FIBA when designing facilities or have them evaluate the plans 
ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ΨƭŜƳƻƴΩΦ 
 

Contact:  
FIBA Study Centre 
Ms. Karen Strahl 
Avenue Louis Casai, 53  
1216 Cointrin/Geneva 
Switzerland  
E-mail: studycentre@fiba.com 
Tel: +41 (0)22 545 00 00   
Fax: +41 (0)22 545 00 99 


