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 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȭÓ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ 
 

The past four years has seen some key changes in the way we at FIBA Oceania govern 
the game. The Board adopted a series of policies and procedures aimed at improving the 
governance of the organisation, which we believe will strengthen FIBA Oceania. The 
development of a FIBA Oceania Strategic Plan with input from all corners of our z one 
has been a task the Board has keenly applied itself to.   

FIBA Oceania is one of five zones representing FIBA and they charge us with the 
responsibility to:  

v  Increase the quality of the players, coaches and referees in the Zone  

v  Develop well organised & efficient federations with consistent standards of management  

v  Promote and increase the image, awareness and audiences at FIBA Oceania events  

v  Improve the entertainment value of basketball in our communities  

v  Recruit and retain participants in the game   

v  Provide assistance for development of facilities within the zone  

v  Develop  regular and permanent communication within the FIBA family and its stakeholders  

v  Develop a harmonised calendar  

 
And we have set the following for ô2010 and beyondõ as desired outcomes for us to achieve 
 

v  Increased National Basketball Development Officers  

v  Intercontinental competitions  

v  To be a facilitator in the development of resources  

v  Increased number of federations with strong administration  

v  Organizer of expanded range of activit ies in support of FIBA Global initiatives  

v  Independent financially sustainable organisation  

The various reports presented within this document clearly show the progress and the challenges we face in 
achieving our goals.  
 
Congratulations and thanks to all who contribute in so many ways to the development of basketball across 
the Zone in particular to the FIBA Oceania Board and Management who so diligently apply themselves to all 
matters.  

Congratulations to the New Zealand Federation who made such a key inv estment in the future of the game 
not only in their country but for the Zone, by hosting the 2009 FIBA World Under 19 Championship.  

Congratulations also to our first female FIBA International referee from a Pacific Island Federation, Jubilee 
Kuartei from Palau who has been invited to officiate at FIBAõs Under 17 Womenõs World Championships in 
France in 2010.  

On behalf of the Zone I would like to acknowledge the critical funding support from FIBA,  the IOC through 
their National Olympic Committees and th e Australian Government through their Australian Youth 
Ambassadors for Development Programme. 

 
 
Barbara Wheadon MNZM  
President FIBA Oceania 
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Secretary 'ÅÎÅÒÁÌȭÓ Report 
 

Basketball New Zealand made history in 2009 by staging their first FIBA World 
Championship ð the U-19 Menõs World Championships.  They are receiving 
congratulations from many quarters on a wonderfully staged event so we hope it 
may not be too long before more FIBA events come ôdown underõ. 

   
The New Zealand team faced some tough opposition in their preliminary games 
and went down narrowly in some key games to drop out of the top group for the 
second phase of the competition and eventually finished 13th.  The other Oceania representative at the event, 
Australia, after finishing well in their g roup lost a vital semi final match against Greece and then their 
Bronze Medal game against Croatia to finish in 4th place. 

While the hosting of the World Championships was a huge event for New Zealand and for the zone , the 
biggest thing that we did  during the year was to stage our first Oceania Tournament for men and women 
since 2001.  That was in Saipan in the Northern Marianas Islands in June. Our Tournament became possible, 
because basketball was not one of the sports in the Cook Islands Mini Games.  This was a big plus for us, 
because it gave Pacific Island federations a chance to play against Australia and New Zealand ð something 
they cannot do in the Mini Games.   

The Northern Marianas staged its first FIBA Oceania event with this competition and it wa s an excuse for the 
government and business community to invest in the primary basketball facility ADA gym.  The FIBA Study 
Centre assisted with the upgrade of facilities, through the donation of two Mondo bac kstop units and a set of 
Mondo shot clocks.  FIBA Oceania provided a subsidy to the local organising committee so that they could 
provide free accommodation and meals for the participants.  This was new ground for FIBA Oceania, but we 
hope this and the competition format we proposed will become a permanent part of our competition 
structure in the future.  

Congratulations to Australia in taking home the gold medal in the menõs and womenõs competition.  A full 
round -up of results can be found elsewhere in this booklet and also on our website. The gathering of teams 
in Saipan became the excuse to crowd a number of other activities around the competition.  

The assembly of the regionõs best senior teams provided the right conditions to hold a FIBA clinic for 
International Referees.  Four island based officials had gained their FIBA International Referees Licence in 
Samoa in 2007, but because of rule changes needed to re-accredit. FIBAõs Technical Director from Geneva, 
Lubo Kotleba found time in his busy program to lead the FIBA Clinic and I am happy to report th at three of 
the ôSamoa fourõ who subjected themselves to the fitness, theory and practical assessment conduct by 
Kotleba were re-accredited.  I congratulate Malekalio Fenuafanote from New Caledonia in gaining his FIBA 
Licence. 

During the rest day in compet ition, FIBA Oceania held its four -yearly Congress which, as well as hearing 
activity and financial reports , elected the leadership of the organisation for the 2010-2014 FIBA quadrennial. 

Current President Barbara Wheadon, will stay on the FIBA Oceania Board for the next four years as the 
Basketball New Zealand designated representative.  John Maddock from Australia will serve a further four 
year term as his countryõs representative and Bill Keldermans (Palau), Michael White (CNMI) and Robert 
Vautrin (New Ca ledonia) were elected unopposed for a further term.  Bob Elphinston, who presently fills the 
post of World President of FIBA, will return to the FIBA Oceania Presidency in 2010 when his FIBA term of 
office ceases. 

Also during the rest day, we held a special function to acknowledge 40 ôMovers and Shapersõ ð people who 
were judged to have played an important formative role in basketball in their country or in the region 
during our first 40 years.  We received nominations from almost all our member federations  and the final 40 
persons selected by the FIBA Oceania Board, represent a good cross section of member federations and are 
drawn from the playing,  coaching, officiating and administrative streams of our sport.  Many of the winners 
were on hand in Saipan to accept their award from FIBA Secretary General Patrick Baumann who was with 
us for this function.  

You will find elsewhere in this report the list of the 40 ôMovers and Shapersõ but I would like to use my 
contribution to our annual report to once again con gratulate the winners and to thank them for the 
contributions to our sport which saw them nominated for this award.  
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In the months of August and September we staged two very popular Oceania Championships to qualify 
teams from our zone for this yearõs World Championships.  We experimented with a new competition 
format this time around ð a home-and-away series between Australia and New Zealand with the winner in 
the event of a tied series being decided by aggregate points across both games.  The competition format was 
a hit with both federations who have wanted for some time to have their national teams play in front of their 
home crowds on a regular basis. Our basketball aficionados will see the potential of a home-and-away series 
in delivering an action packe d format and the first of our Championships ð the Menõs delivered all of that 
and more.   

After Australia won the first leg of the series in Sydney,  84 (33 at halftime) to 77 (42) it looked like the 
Boomersõ domination of games against the Tall Blacks wou ld continue.  Except no one told the Tall Blacks that 
was what was supposed to happen, and in a spectacular game in Wellington, the Tall Blacks recorded a 100 
(38) to 78 (40) win to tie the games one each, but win the series 177 to 162 on aggregate points.  The joyous 
emotion on the faces of the players and coaches of the All Blacks had to be seen to be believed and was only 
balanced by the despondency of the Australians.  The large and parochial Wellington crowd deserve some 
credit for bring ing their team home. 

In the womenõs series the results were a little more lopsided.  Australia prevailed in both games to win the 
right to travel to the Czech Republic this year, where they will do their best to defend their World 
Champions title captured in Brazil in 20 06. 

With good crowds at venues on both sides of the Tasman for both the menõs and the womenõs games, FIBA 
Oceania seemed to have hit on a winning formula.  Players and fans will be eagerly looking forward to the 
rematch in 2011. 

An interesting sidebar to t hese games was the presence in Australia and New Zealand of Romouldas 
Brazauskas from Lithuania ð arguably one of the leading FIBA Referees currently officiating who as well as 
acting as the lead and neutral referee for the Menõs Championships, was able to conduct some education 
seminars for Oceania officials during his time ôdown underõ.  In the womenõs series we were able to bring 
Jubilee Kuartei from Palau to act as the third and neutral official.  

Still in the competition area we staged our first contine ntal championship for U -17 Men and Women in 
Brisbane, Australia in August and as a result Australia will send teams to the World Championships in 
Germany (men) and France (women) this year.  It was very pleasing to see the New Zealand men take game 
2 of their series against Australia and give the Aussies the fright of their life in game 3.  We hope this is a 
sign of a new crop of Camerons, Dickles, Bouchers and Penneys coming through the ranks of New Zealand 
Basketball. 

The Championship provided Malekalio f rom New Caledonia with the first opportunity to use his newly 
acquired FIBA International Refereeõs Licence and he did his federation and himself proud in his first outing. 

One of the benefits of modern technology is that a complete record of the progress of each of these 
Championships is available for viewing on the FIBA Oceania website and we were very pleased that 
through the use of FIBA LiveStats we were able to provide a ôlive-timeõ match statistics feed of all games in 
all championships to basketball fans across the world.  The traffic visiting our website during our òeventsó 
last year represented the peak of visitor numbers and this should highlight the value to our member 
federations of posting interesting and relevant information to your website.  

Two other referees making good use of their passports in 2009 were Tim Brown from New Zealand who 
accepted one of two invitations extended to FIBA Oceania to send young FIBA referees to the European 
Youth Championships.  Tim benefited greatly from the experi ence and gave us a lead to some valuable 
referee education resources which we have subsequently distributed widely in the region.  The other 
traveller was Gabriel White from CNMI who as well as participating in the European Referee Exchange was 
invited to his first ever World Championships ð the U-19 Womenõs event in Thailand.  An important 
message is emerging from this; if youõre not good enough to make it to the top as a player, there are other 
pathways if you are prepared to invest the time and effort in  training and honing your skills.  

In the development area, Ryan Burns joined our staff as the Zone Development Officer and just as Eddie, 
Jon, Stuart and Chris before him have done, put his own stamp and style on the delivery of our 
Development Program.  You can find elsewhere in this report a document on Ryanõs visits and his overview 
of the year just passed. 
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In Fiji, AYAD (Australian Youth Ambassador for Development) Mark Seccombe did an excellent job 
working with a new NBDO and a new federation executive  to help our sport get back on track amidst 
difficult political and economic circumstances.  In 2010 we will likely place two AYADõs into the Pacific. 

Palau, PNG, Vanuatu, Fiji, Tonga and Kiribati continued to benefit from our assistance with the employmen t 
of National Basketball Development Officers in those countries.  There is a chance that three more 
federations will join the list in 2010.   

The federation of Vanuatu has received an invitation from FIBA and the IOC to send a girls 3 -on-3 team to 
the first FIBA 33 competition at the IOCõs first Youth Olympics in Singapore this year and to support their 
preparation we sent Jeff Green to Vanuatu late in the year to program their preparation and also map out a 
campaign to send teams to the Youth Tournament in New Caledonia.  Jeffõs report, only recently received is 
full of praise for the work of NBDO Peter Izono in Vanuatu.  

Stuart Manwaring a former ZDO has been engaged by Palau Basketball and Palau NOC to assist in the 
development of coaching structures in th e country and has undertaken a long term placement in the country 
to deliver that program.  

Oceania All-Star teams selected at the 2008 Youth Tournament in Guam came to Australia to take part in the 
National U -20 Championships.  The players were accompanied by All -Star Coaches, All-Star Referees and 
All -Star team managers.  A report of their participation can be found elsewhere in this document and an 
event report is available from our website.  

Late in the year we were able to mount a significant equipment r elief effort to assist the countries affected by 
the Tsunami.  We were very surprised that close to $80,000 worth of equipment was gathered and 
distributed.  

Our Special Projects Manager Judy Smith kicked off a new assistance program tagged ôSoul to Soleõ and 
modelled on a very successful project commenced in the Marshall Islands.  Visit our website if you would 
like to find out more about this worthwhile project.  You will see elsewhere in the report that other 
federations benefited from equipment assistance as well. 

As I come towards the end of these forwarding remarks, I again would like to thank those mostly volunteer 
coaches, administrators, referees and team managers who are the blood pumping through the veins of our 
game.  FIBA Oceania is very limited in what it can do to grow and develop our game across the region 
because with 2 full time staff and two part time staff we cannot provide a high level of service to 21 member 
countries.  We certainly could not do much at all if you were not working enthusia stically in your federation.  

I would also like to acknowledge the financial support provided by Australia and New Zealand who make a 
far greater contribution to the FIBA Oceania budget than our other 19 members.  Australia in particular 
additionally contri butes in a number of ôin kindõ ways to the development of our sport across the region 
especially by extending usage rights to resources they have developed, at their cost. 

Our sport enjoys a good working relationship with most of the National Olympic Commi ttees across the 
region who support our programs and with ONOC the continental arm of the IOC which is also a supporter.  
I do believe however, that several of our federations can do a better job of building a relationship with their 
NOC and gaining more support for their programs.   

As I have said before, our sport is a significant contributor to the IOC funds which underwrite the activities 
of the NOC.  Simply, basketball is a very popular sport at the Olympics and it is the TV revenue which 
generates the funds for Olympic Solidarity.  FIBA Oceania is one of the best organised of the Oceania Sports 
Federations and therefore you have a right to expect financial support for worthwhile initiatives from your 
NOC.  If you need any guidance in how to access this help make contact with Regan in our office.  

In closing I would like to thank the members of your Board for their service over the last four years and 
encourage those who will start a new term of office this year to commit themselves with enthusiasm to the  
next four years. 

And finally, on your behalf I thank the staff of FIBA Oceania who are all hard working, enthusiastic, 
experienced and have a passion for the game.  I think they do an extraordinary job for our sport.  
 
Steve Smith 
Secretary General 
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Zone DÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ -ÁÎÁÇÅÒȭÓ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ 

At the beginning of 2009 my husband and I had our third child, a baby girl that we 
named Taleah. I would like to thank our FIBA Oceania family for their cards and 
wishes that we received for Taleah.  Taleah became a part of the FIBA Oceania 
furniture for a couple of months and then moved on to a family day care mum, 
where she now loves all of the extra attention. 

During 2008 we had decided to devote more time into the administration and 
executive side of basketball, this proved to be quite successful and so was carried 
over into 2009. 

Ryan Burns picked up the Zone Development Officer ropes quickly and slid 
straight into being the ears and eyes of FIBA Oceania in the Pacific Islands. 

In 2009 a number of federations seemed to turn the corner and understand the concept of the òfederation 
executiveó and how important administration is for sport. We have seen an increase in organisation, 
promotion and competition in these countries and believe they will soon reap the rewards for their hard 
work.  

The Tongan National Basketball Association (TNBA) applied and received the òDevelopment National 
Sports Structuresó grant through Olympic Solidarity. This gave me an opportunity to visit Tonga for an 
extended period of time and raise the profile  of the sport in the country.  

This funding has also been successful in Fiji, American Samoa, FSM and now Palau. We congratulate the 
federations for being proactive and aware of this excellent Olympic Solidarity funding. We as a group are 
more aware of how grants and funding opportunities can benefit our sport and the local communities and 
therefore are receiving a number of grants around the zone. Congratulations to those who keep in regular 
contact with their local NOC, High Commissions and Embassies. Thi s ensures they are in the loop and 
aware of deadlines for grants available. 

During 2009 we welcomed two new NBDOõs to our program, Lolieni Ostling from Tonga and Iotia Tatireta 
from Kiribati, both countries have now seen an increase in basketball participa tion due to the NBDO 
program and the executive becoming actively involved in the country basketball programs.  

We now look to 2010 and to raise the bar again in administration, participation and professionalism. 
Businesses, governments and the public become involved in our programs when they see they will receive 
good value for their money, donations or time.  

We together need to recognise what can be achieved in each of our countries and it is now our job to support 
and assist each other to achieve those goals. 

We look forward to another exciting and successful year.  

 
Regan Kama 
Development Manager  
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:ÏÎÅ $ÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ /ÆÆÉÃÅÒȭÓ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ 
 

2009 was my first year in the position of Zone Development Officer (ZDO) for FIBA 
Oceania. Having worked closely with FIBA Oceania in the 3 years previous to 2009 in 
both the Solomon Islands and FSM, I was happy to expand my role to the Pacific 
region as a whole and to work with all of the 19 Pacific Island member federations of 
FIBA Oceania. My previous experience in both Melanesia and Micronesia has played 
an important part of my transition.  

My role throughout 2009 has been made up of development assignments to a number 
of countries that include Marshall Islands, Federated States of Micronesia (FSM), 
Commonwealth of Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI), Guam, Papua New Guinea, 
Nauru, Solomon Islands, Vanuatu and Kiribati. Each country is at its own stage in the development of 
basketball and has unique challenges to face, however the common theme is that people love to play 
basketball and this passion is what makes my development visits enjoyable.  

The ZDO role involves many aspects of basketball development. It includes the presentation & facilitation of 
the various FIBA Oceania courses, coaching and training of athletes, coaches, referees and administrators. 
This incorporates human resource management as each Basketball Federation in the Pacific do their best to 
maintain and gather support from skilled volunteers. Additionally and equally as important , has been my 
role as an ambassador for the sport of basketball throughout the region, the promotion of basketball 
including FIBA Oceania and the host countryõs national federation through newspaper, TV media 
communications and meetings with relevant stakeholders and government represent atives. Essentially 
lifting the profile of basketball in each country that I visit is a major priority. Furthermore, as an ambassador 
for FIBA Oceania I see my role to not only teach, help and develop but to also congratulate and encourage 
those who are doing great things for their sport, people and country. We have many valuable resources that 
we cannot take for granted. 

Competition is the essence of our sport and throughout 2009 I had the privilege of attending the FIBA 
Oceania Tournament in CNMI, the Marshall Islands National Tournament, the PNG Games Basketball 
Tournament and the Solomon Islands Easter Club Tournament. There have been many other tournaments 
and competitions throughout the P acific in 2009, and what is most pleasing is that the majority of  these are 
lead by the Pacific Island countries themselves, due to their desire to compete and enjoy the game. 

Vanuatu, Kiribati, Guam, PNG, FSM, Nauru and Marshall Islands all took the opportunity throughout 2009 
to conduct FIBA Oceania Coaching Accreditation Courses during my visits, whilst PNG, Vanuatu, CNMI, 
Nauru and Guam took the opportunity to focus on referee development either through an accreditation 
course or general training. Kiribati employed a new National Basketball Development Officer (NBDO)  in 
Mr. Iotia Tatireta who has placed a strong emphasis on junior development. 

It has been a busy year with a full development schedule that hasnõt always allowed for the length and 
quantity of development visits that National F ederations would prefer. Giv en this, it has been pleasing to 
work with people in the P acific that have always made the most out of the short time available. 

Looking forward to seeing you in 2010.  

Ryan Burns 
Zone Development Officer  
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Development Visits 2009 

 

 

Month  Who Where Departure Date Return Date  

January Warwick Allen  American Samoa 4th January 20th April  

 Ryan Burns Solomon Islands 26th January 16th April  

 

February      

 

April  Ryan Burns Nauru  17th April  24th April  

 

May  Ryan Burns Vanuatu  2nd May 18th May 

 Ryan Burns Solomon Islands 22nd May 30th May 

 

June Ryan Burns PNG 30th May 10th June 

 

Judy Smith 
Ryan Burns 
Regan Kama 
Steve Smith 

CNMI  13th June 29th June 

 

July  Ryan Burns FSM 5th July 27th July 

 Regan Kama Tonga 13th July 31st July 

 

August  Ryan Burns Solomon Islands 13th August  18th August  

 Ryan Burns Vanuatu  19th August  31st August  

 

September Ryan Burns Marshall Islands  6th September 17th September 

 Ryan Burns Guam 18th September 24th September 

 Steve Smith Cook Islands 25th September 29th September 

 

October Regan Kama Tonga 5th October 15th October 

 

November  Ryan Burns Kiribati  2nd November  11th November  

 Ryan Burns PNG 16th November  30th November  

 Jeff Green Vanuatu  11th November  28th November  
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Accreditation Certificates  for 2009  
 

Referees: 

Name Country  Dates Passed  Female Attended  

Ryan Burns Vanuatu  2-18 May 11 7 13 

Ryan Burns Nauru  18-23 April  11 4 19 

Ryan Burns Marshall Is  8-11 Sept 10 3 29 

Regan Kama Tonga 6-15 Oct 5 2 5 

  Totals  37 16  

 

Coaches: 

Name Country  Dates Passed  Female Attended  

Warwick Allen  American Sam January 41 8 52 

Ryan Burns Vanuatu  2-18 May 19 14 26 

Ryan Burns Nauru  18-23 April  11 4 18 

Ryan Burns FSM - Yap 21-26 July 2 0 4 

Ryan Burns Guam 17-20 Sept 8 4 9 

Ryan Burns Marshall Is  9-11 Sept 6 1 25 

Regan Kama Tonga 6-15 Oct 6 2 6 

Ryan Burns Kiribati  2-11 Nov 16 6 23 

  Total  109 39  

 

Administration:  

Name Country  Dates Passed  Female Attended  

Ryan Burns PNG 1-5 June 22 8 22 

  Total  22 8  

 

Scoretable: 

Name Country  Dates Passed  Female Attended  

Ryan Burns Marshall Is  8-10 Sept 24 2 24 

Regan Kama Tonga 6-15 Oct 5 2 5 

  Total  29 4  
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3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ 0ÒÏÊÅÃÔÓ -ÁÎÁÇÅÒȭÓ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ  

 
2009 seemed to fly by, with Oceania organised events commencing in February and 
continuing for the best part of year. The major competition events under my 
supervision this year were the All Star tour and the Oceania Tournament and thanks 
to the outstanding efforts of ma ny people across the zone, both of these events were 
very successful and helped to raise the profile of basketball. 

During 2009 we placed an Australian Youth Ambassador for Development (AYAD) 
in Fiji for 12 months.  This was the first 12 month assignment undertaken by FIBA 
Oceania, and the success of the program has meant that our 2010 AYAD assignments will also be of 12 
month s duration.  A report on the Fiji AYAD assignment is found later in this report, and a full report is 
available to download from the FIBA Oceania website. 

The All Star tour was conducted in February 2009, with the FIBA Oceania teams participating in the 
Australian Under 20 National Championships in Townsville, Queensland.  The players, referees, coaches 
and managers from Guam, New Caled onia, Tahiti, Fiji, Palau and Papua New Guinea represented the zone 
with distinction, and thanks to the invitation to participate from Basketball Australia, were provided with a 
competition and social experience of a lifetime.  A report on the All Star tou r is found later in this report, and 
a full report is available to download from the FIBA Oceania website.  

The 6th FIBA Oceania Tournament for senior men and women was conducted in Saipan, Northern Mariana 
Islands from 21st to 26th June 2009.  This was the first time that the tournament has been played in the 
Micronesia region, and this was also the first ôtrueõ Oceania Tournament since 2001, due to basketball being 
included in the 2005 South Pacific Mini Games in Palau. It was a pleasure to have FIBA President, Bob 
Elphinston, and FIBA Secretary General Patrick Baumann, at the Tournament. Australia won both the menõs 
and womenõs competitions, against New Caledonia in the menõs division and New Zealand in the womenõs 
division.  Guam took the bronze medal in  both competitions. A report on the Oceania Tournament is found 
later in this report, and a full report is available to download from the FIBA Oceania website.  

FIBA Oceania continued to supply  island federations with  free basketball equipment and uniforms  as a way 
of promoting and assisting in their development .  A number of federations have been able to assist in the 
transport of these good, which is a great help to FIBA Oceaniaõs finances.  Our biggest donation of goods 
went to Samoa to assist in the rebuilding phase of schools and communities following the devastating 
tsunami in October 2009.  FIBA Oceania sent out a plea for help to the basketball community in Australia, 
and we were overwhelmed by the response.  Over $80,000 worth of basketball goods were donated, ranging 
from backboards and rings to balls and uniforms.  The goods were sent to the Samoan Basketball Federation 
onboard the Australian naval vessel HMAS  Tobruk. The goods have been handed out by the Samoan 
Federation to a large number of communities.  Photos sent to FIBA Oceania have been forwarded to the 
Australian donor organisations to thank them for their support.   

Towards the end of the year FIBA Oceania, in partnership with the Vanuatu Basketball Federation and 
VASANOC, organised for New Zealand national coach Jeff Green to undertake an assignment in Vanuatu to 
assist in the identification and preparation of their girlõs team for the Youth Olympics in Singapore in 2010.  
FIBA will be conducting a 3 -on-3 basketball program at the Youth Olym pics, with Vanuatu joining the 
Australian women and New Zealand men in the inaugural event.    

In closing, can I thank the large number of volunteer administrators across the Oceania region who devote 
many hours to the ôbehind the scenesõ work of their Federations.  It is through that strong administrative 
base that our sport will grow, and give opportunities for players, coaches, referees and managers to 
participate in basketball events. Included in that work are the contributions from administrators to th e 
Oceania Bulletin, and I thank you for your assistance with stories and photos that help to bring the bulletin 
to life.  

 

Judy Smith 
Special Events and Administration Manager  
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FIBA Oceania and Federation Websites 

The FIBA Oceania website continues to service a 
wide cross-section of readers across the world.  The 
website aims to provide up -to-date news, along with 
resources and tournament information to our 
members.  We had 3,200,140 hits in the 12 months 
Dec 2008 to November 2009.   

A review of the monthl y statistics show that our 
website is viewed by people from China, Italy, 
Lithuania, Greece, Russia, France, Poland, Germany, 
Argentina, Brazil, Czech Republic, Philippines,  
Singapore, Thailand, Malaysia, Belgium, Slovak 
Republic, Spain, Hong Kong, Vietnam, Mexico, 
Turkey, Kenya &  Canada. 

During 2009 we received requests from a number of 
basketball people outside the Oceania zone, seeking 
permission to download our administration, score 
bench, coaching and refereeing manuals.  This was 
particularly motivat ing for us, an acknowledgement 
that our manuals are of value to members of the 
world -wide basketball family . 

The competition section of the website was revised 
during the year, providing a m ore efficient manner 
of finding past competition results.  

In Saipan at the Oceania Tournament, we continued 
our use of the Live Stats program, enabling us to 
webcast the games via the tournament website. A 
small hiccup in the first game with internet access 
disrupted our broadcast, but once that was fix ed, all 
games were webcast without problems.  
 
During the year Sportingpulse produced a new  
website banner for all Federation websites, 
incorporating more images, and reflecting the role of 
males and females in our sport. 
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Federation Websites 

The use of the websites continues to be varied across the zone.  In Australia many hundreds of local 
associations are making use of the free software and websites to manage their competitions and to promote 
their programs.  

Within the Oceania region, Fiji, Palau and Vanuatu contin ued to use the program throughout the year, while 
Northern Marianas join the list of regular users.   Towards the end of the year Tonga also started to use their 
website. 

Congratulations to Fiji Basketball and their NBDO Lai Puamau for their consistent use of the website, and 
for utilising the FIBA Organizer program to run their competitions.  You will see from the photo below, just 
how many competitions have been organised using the FIBA Organizer.   
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Donation of uniforms and equ ipment t o and from FIBA Oceania 

 
During the year, FIBA Oceania assisted the development of basketball in several countries through the 
supply of basketball equipment and technical manuals.  

 
Some of the equipment came from FIBA Oceaniaõs own supply of goods, but some of it was donated to FIBA 
Oceania from a variety of suppliers and basketball associations in Australia.  In particular we would like to 
thank Basketball Australia, RMA Sports Equipment, Madison Sports, Coast2Coast, Gold Coast Blaze, 
Basketball Queensland, and ACT (Canberra) Basketball and the FIBA Study Centre, for their generous 
donations, which we were able to pass onto Pacific Island Federations. 
 
The Northern Mariana Islands, Fiji, FSM, Guam, Nauru, PNG, Palau, Solomon Islands, Tonga and Vanuatu  
all benefited from this program with, basketballs, uniforms, rulebooks, whistles, possession arrows, 
scorebench and referee supplies, nets, coaching boards, pumps, game timers, basketball rings, line marking 
equipment among other things.  
  
This equipment totalled $75,000.00 AUD, in addition to our tsunami relief to Samoa. 
 
ONOC were most gracious in donating sets of walk -out uniforms for the All Star menõs and womenõs team 
and the staff.  The shorts and colourful bula shirts looked terrific on the players at the opening and closing 
ceremony. Many of our players were asked to swap their bula shirts with Australian players.  While we are 
able to obtain these donations we find it increasingly difficult and expensive to transport this equipment to 
Pacific Island nations, and we seek ways to defray these costs.   
 
Our thanks to Bill Keldermans from Palau, who has been able to assist with shipping of goods into the 
northern part of the Oceania region.  Also to Lawrence Quan from the Solomon Islands, who has assisted by 
putting goods for SI Basketball Federation onto pallets for shipment to his stores in Honiara. Williams & 
Gosling, a Fiji based company were able to assist in the delivery of goods to Fiji. 

We encourage all federations to find ways to off -set the transportation costs by developing relationships 
with importers or government.  It is also important for Federations to approach their Customs departments 
to seek ways to minimise or escape import duty tax.  

ONOC Funding for Equipment:  
We would like to encourage every Basketball Federation in a country with a National Olympic Committee to 
make application to the NOC for a share of the $5,000 USD per year they have available to assist with 
equipment purchases.   
 
By making an annual request to your NOC, you can buil d up your supply of basketball equipment and 
training aids. Please contact Regan from our office if you would like more information about this program.   

FIBA Oceania can help you, but you need to help FIBA Oceania 
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AYAD in Fiji 

The following report from AYAD Mark Seccombe addresses the outcomes identified in the position 
application:  
 
Outcome: 
To conduct training for the NBDO in website administration, membership database administration, 
competition management, recruiting and training of volunteers, and d evelopment and assessment of 
strategic plans.  
 
Website administration ð articles 

Over the past eight months there has been a significant increase in the number of articles relating to 
basketball in Fiji. Lai, and now Nicky , are doing a fantastic job of maintaining the website with regular 
updates throughout the week engaging not only the basketball community but the media as well. Often, 
within the last few months, the media has taken articles from the website and printed these in one of the two 
national newspapers in Fiji. The impact of the articles on the website has improved the accessibility of 
basketball and therefore many more people are viewing the website on a daily basis.  
 
FIBA Organiz er ð membership datab ase 
The FIBA Organizer software will be of great benefit in the future to record accurate membership details of 
those players, coaches and referees affiliated to Basketball Fiji. During the Suva Secondary Schools 
Basketball Competition and the 2009 National Secondary Schools Basketball Championship BF collected 
registration forms from players an d uploaded these to FIBA Organizer. Although, only names and date of 
births were processed, for the first time, it has certainly shown the possibilities of this software and 
hopefully it can be used in a more professional manner in the future including address, parents and 
emergency contact information, passport certification etc to improve the efficiency and administration level 
of BF. This also benefitted the management of the competition with players names already printed to the 
score sheet.  
 
Competition M anagement 
For the first time the FIBA Organiz er software was used in creating the draw during both the Primary and 
Secondary Schools Competitions and Championships. This had a big impact on the number of w ebsite hits. 
During the Secondary Schools Championship we had close to twice as many hits than in any other month 
and this proved to be a great advertisement for the website within the BF community. The software enabled 
us to put together a very impressive competition with 46 teams participating  in three age groups on only 
three courts. Learning the program for the first time, we certainly had problems but with further practice the 
software in the future can be used even more effectively.   
  
I am very happ y that there is already evidence this software will be used in the long term as the NBDO Lai 
and Nicky have used this competition management program to upload the draw for the upcoming U22 
tournament onto the BF website. This is particularly encouraging as  it took some time to convince the BF 
team of the effectiveness of this programme. I hope that this software can again be used in the 2010 National 
Championships in Easter and the 2010 primary and secondary school competitions. 

Volunteers Program  
During th is year Lai began a volunteer program to identify people in the basketball community to help with 
coaching and running BF events including Hibiscus Festival and School Competitions. These volunteers, 
generally ex-school boy players, have been invaluable to the growing success of basketball over the past year 
as it is very difficult at this time to find sufficient funds to pay our volunteers. I hope this program will 
become more professionalised in the future with ongoing professional development in coaching, benching 
and refereeing, and a database of these volunteers created. 
 
Development and Assessment of Strategic Plans  

During my year in Fiji I was unable to put together a strategic plan with the executives. Much of the year 
was trying to run competitions with very limited funding and so at times our focus was to merely keep our 
heads above water. Within the next few months I think it would be a great opportunity for BF executives, 
NBDO and other respected members in the BF community to come together and create the vision, alongside 
goals for the next four years. I was conscious of the importance of BF drawing up plans themselves so they 
had more obligation and ownership to fulfil  these goals rather than an outsider, like myself, creating the 
vision for them . I would hope this can be achieved before the end of the year. 
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Outcome: 
Promoted basketball in Fiji through improved media coverage, increased participation  and greater numbers 
of competition opportunities : 
 
Basketball Fiji was very fortunate that the media was so receptive to broadcasting and publishing our events. 
During the Primary School Competition the games and development programs were covered in both the TV 
and print  media. Exceptional coverage was provided for our National Secondary Schools Basketball 
Championship with nightly reporting for each of the five days of competition. The print  media was also 
highly supportive , regularly  coming to the scorers table throughout the competition to find out the results of 
the dayõs games, to be printed in the following day õs papers with an article attached. A number of radio 
updates were also broadcast over the airwaves. The media is very supportive of basketball in Fiji and with 
more competitions and events throughout the year I would hope that basketball is  featured even more as the 
game develops.  
 
Increased Competitions of Opportunities  
Primary School Basketball Competition  
In April 2009 Basketball Fiji implemented the inaugural  Primary Schools Basketball Competition. There were 
four rounds of competition with five schools involved participating in the U10, U12 and U14 competitions, 
with each team consisting of both boys and girls. It was a great success along with the Primary School 
Development Program which included a further three schools who did not tak e part in the competition. BF 
development officers would hold 1 hour long sessions teaching the skills associated with basketball during 
lunchtime, physical education classes or after school.  In 2010 I hope for an increased number of teams in the 
competit ion and a centralised venue to make it easier for schools to transport their children.   
 
Special Schools Basketball Program  
A Special Schools Basketball program began in 2009 in partnership with the Fiji Paralympic Committee. The 
program was designed to conduct workshops in the Northern, Western and Suva district. All three 
basketball workshops were conducted by myself. For the first time basketball was introduced to the Suva 
Special Schools Sporting competition which included three schools. In October 200 9 a larger competition will 
take place in the National Matua Games which will combine both special schools and mainstream schools to 
participate in a basketball competition. I hope Basketball Fiji continues to support this program and 
integrates special school athletes into the mainstream competitions to promote the vision of inclusiveness in 
sport.  
 
U12 Junior Basketball League  

The U12 Basketball League had varied success. During June to August there was no basketball competition 
for children and therefor e the aim was for Basketball Fiji to partner with Raiwaqa Players Basketball 
Association to help run a junior competition . Unfortunately the volunteers with this program apart from 
Nicky Wong were infrequent. It was also difficult to focus on a particular age group to start a competition . 
Over a month the numbers grew from 20 ð 60 kids between the ages of 8-14 however no distinct age group 
could be identified and once the children were put into teams the numbers again dwindled.  
 
To gain a weekly basketball competition outside school I think is vitally important , but perhaps a different 
approach needs to be taken for next time. More promotion in schools, an U10 competition instead of U12 
and more volunteers who have the ability to coach skills session might prove to be more beneficial.  
 
Outcome: 
Established partnerships with local community groups, local businesses and local education providers  
 
Basketball Fiji reached out to many organisations throughout 2009. In many of these cases it was to try and 
attain sponsorship or donations for our competitions and events. Basketball Fiji is very fortunate to have 
received a long term sponsorship prospect with Twisties after they were very impressed with the 2009 
Secondary Schools Basketball Competition.  Post Fiji also proved to be an invaluable sponsor during our 
Primary School Basketball Competition and Development P rogram. 
 
BF also took on the motto òMore than just Basketballó. The vision is in place to use basketball as a avenue for 
childrenõs education and personal development. With this in mind we gained partnerships with Ministry of 
Health, Save the Children and UNAIDS throughout the year to conduct workshops or speak to the children 
about a wide  range of topics. 
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Future Recommendations  
Develop a Strategic Development Plan to help guide Basketball Fiji over the next four years with attainable 
goals and detailed points on how they will reach these goals.  
 
More competitions for children  and women. The men are well catered for but for basketball to continue its 
growth there needs to be a greater focus on weekly competitions for these players. Venues need to be 
booked months in advanced to minimise the problems associated with having three different venues for a 
competition . This is achieved by gaining sponsorship earlier for an event and having a detailed calendar. 
 
Continue the use of FIBA Organizer in developing  a more substantial membership database, creating draws 
and uploading to the website particularly for major competitions held next year.  
 
Mark Seccombe 
AYAD Fiji 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 






























